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「Pocket English Grammar― for intermediate learners―」Collins COBUILD, 2012年刊を読む

１．(１)'it' is a pronoun. As a personal pronoun it refers back to something that has already

been mentioned.

① They learn to speak English before they learn to read it.

② Maybe he changed his mind, but l doubt it.

(２)You can also use 'it' as the subject of a sentence when it does not refer back to

anything that has already been mentioned. This impersonal use of 'it' introduces new

information, and is used particularly to talk about times, dates, the weather, and

personal opinions.

２．(１)You use impersonal 'it' with a form of 'be' to talk about the time or the date.

① It is nearly one o'clock.

② It's the sixth of April today.

３．(１)You use impersonal 'it' with verbs which refer to the weather.

drizzle hail pour rain sleet snow thunder

① It's still rajning.

② It snowed steadily through the night.

③ It was pouring with rain.

(２)You can describe the weather by using 'it' followed by 'be' and an adjective with or

without a noun.

① It's a lovely day.

② It was very bright.

(３)You can describe a change in the weather by using 'it' followed by 'get' and an

adjective.

① It was getting cold.

② It's getting dark.

Main points
・You use impersonal 'it' as the subject of a

sentence to introduce new information.

・You use 'it' to talk about the time or the

date.

・You use 'it' to talk about the weather.

・You use 'it' to express opinions about

places, situations, and events.

・ 'it' is often used with the passive of

reporting verbs to express general beliefs

and opinions.



４．(１)You use impersonal 'it' followed by a form of 'be' and an adjective or noun phrase, to

express your opinion about a place, a situation, or an event. The adjective or noun

phrase can be followed by an adverbial or by an '-ing' clause, a 'to' -infinitive clause, or a

'that'-clause.

① It was terribly cold in the trucks.

② It's fun working for him.

③ It was a pleasure to be there.

④ It's strange that it hasn't been noticed before.

５．(１)You use 'it' followed by a verb such as 'interest', 'please','surprise', or 'upset' which

indicates someone's reaction to a fact, situation, or event. The verb is followed by a

noun phrase, and a 'that'-clause or a 'to' -infinitive clause.

① It pleases me that he wants to talk about his work.

② It surprised him to realize that he hadn't thought about them until now.
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